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Scotland’s first urban hydro scheme set to launch in Aberdeen  

This year Aberdeen is set to become home to Scotland’s first urban hydro energy scheme, 
The Donside Hydro. 

The renewable energy project is being developed by Aberdeen Community Energy, a 
community benefit society set up by members of the Donside Community Association 
(DCA). The project is expected to generate around £30,000 each year for community 
initiatives and enough electricity to power around 130 homes annually.  

The hydro scheme, which will be built on the site of the former Donside Papermill, now 
Donside Village in the Tillydrone area of the city, will draw water from the River Don to 
create clean, renewable electricity that will be sold to the national grid. Surplus profits from 
the initiative will be channelled into a community fund that will be used to achieve social and 
environmental benefits for local, deprived communities. 

Sinclair Laing, Founding Director at ACE said: “We are very excited to have reached such an 
important milestone in the project. We at ACE together with our partners at the DCA have 
been working towards launching the scheme for the past three years and we’re finally in a 
position where we can share the project with the world, and open it up to investment.  

“The Donside Hydro will help Scotland on its journey towards 100% renewable electricity by 
2020, and it will also create a sustainable community that truly works for its inhabitants and 
riverside setting. We’re already working closely with members of the Donside and Tillydrone 
areas to identify priorities for the community fund, with our immediate focus being on 
improving the riverside for public use.  

“We’re also looking at the longer term outcomes, and have set up a social enterprise called 
Sinergy that will route surplus income into projects that will deliver sustainable benefits for 
the wider area.” 

With construction planned for late May 2016, ACE will be launching a Community Share 
Offer over the next few weeks, offering an ethical, low-risk investment opportunity to 
members of the immediate community and indeed country. Investors can expect around a 
5% return on their investment.  

ACE is also inviting conversations with businesses or individuals who may be interested in 
supporting the initiative financially in the short term, as either a lender or investor. 

The Community Share Offer will be available for investment from April 2016. A launch event 
will take place at an Aberdeen city centre location in the weeks after the share offer is live. 
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Notes to editors: 

About ACE 

Aberdeen Community Energy is a Community Benefit Society which was set up in 2014 by the Donside 
Community Association (DCA) to build, own and operate the Donside Hydro Scheme on behalf of the community. 

ACE’s vision is to deliver on the founder's ethos of Donside Village as a sustainable community, one that truly 
works for both its inhabitants and natural riverside setting, while delivering a project that is aligned with local, 
national and EU policy on energy, climate and sustainable communities. 

About the DCA 

Donside is a sustainable community nestled on the banks of the River Don. Built in 2012 by social landlord 
Tenants First Scotland (now part of the Sanctuary Goup), the development is a mixture of affordable homes 
offered for sale and lease. 

The Donside Community Association (DCA), was established by the community in February 2013 to act in the 
best interest of its residents. The DCA takes on roles and responsibilities to develop Donside and the community 
through site improvements and the organisation of events and activities designed to bring the community 
together. It also aims to act as a voice for Donside at a local level through involvement and engagement with 
local networks, Community Councils and other partner agencies.  

http://acenergy.org.uk/  

https://www.sanctuary-housing.co.uk/
http://acenergy.org.uk/

